JOAN    OF    ARC
There was not only the ransom to be considered, but the
elaborate trial on which Cauchon insisted. In the
ordinary way the fees of the judges and assessors, their
travelling expenses and the other incidental costs would
have been borne by the diocese of Beauvais, but with
the chapter funds no longer at the bishop's command
it was clear that the burden would fall on the English
treasury. Nor was the Regent altogether happy in his
mind about availing himself of the services of an in-
quisitorial court, since his countrymen had always refused
to allow the Holy Office in their midst at any price.
In fact some of his advisers urged him to cut out both
the priests and the additional expense by buying Joan
direct and drowning her in bluff, straightforward English
fashion.
John of Lancaster was a man of too considerable subtlety
to be deluded into such simple expedients. Joan was not
a vagrant shepherd or a stray preacher of nonconformist
lunacies: to kill her without suitable excuse might have
the disastrous effect of making a martyr of her. Moreover,
there was no use killing her without first curing the
annoying popular notion that she came from God. If
she died in the odour of sanctity the odour would still
cling to Charles VIFs title, and Bedford, having with
great difficulty managed to induce his colleagues in
England to send over young Henry VI the previous
spring, admitted the necessity of foisting Charles's corona-
tion on the devil before he could venture to have his
own candidate satisfactorily crowned. The one way of
impeaching Charles's title in his subjects' eyes was by
officially attaching Satan's label to Joan, and the only
man in a position to do that was Pierre Cauchon. So
the bishop was authorized to approach John of Luxem-
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